
1 

 

2015 Annual Report 

Child Advocacy Center, Inc. 

 

 



 

 

 

2 

Message from the President/CEO 

Dear Friends,  

What a tremendous year it has been for the Child Advocacy Center! In 2015, we served over 3,560 people 

affected by child abuse, including 1,703 primary victim children. We are so humbled to share some of the 

success experienced by such brave children and their families. A family whose children were headed for 

permanent separation by adoption was able to work through the issues causing friction. The court allowed 

some creative solutions and it looks like the family will be reunified and be able to have a fresh start. A 

client finally recognized how beautiful she is inside and out, as she left her abusive past behind and stepped 

into her life as an adult. A mom who struggled with health issues, loss of employment, and dealing with her 

child's abuse at the hands of another person decided, with the help of her child's therapist, to remain 

optimistic. A child victim of human trafficking was accepted into a safe haven placement and received much 

needed treatment and soon will be going home.  

The Child Advocacy Center helps individuals as well as organizations affected by child abuse, neglect, 

interpersonal and community violence, and human trafficking. Last year we provided training on the 

impact of domestic violence on children and child safety as well as sex trafficking and community response 

to protection professionals and the community at large. We continued our commitment to collaboration by 

working on a shared protocol to guide the work of the Child Advocacy Center and child abuse professionals 

to better serve children and families.  

In addition to our programmatic and community accomplishments, our finances were exceptionally sound 

in 2015. Our signature fundraising event, Gainesville Gone Austin, saw record-breaking attendance and in 

the amount of funds raised. The event netted $115,000 for the agency, the highest to date. Our 2015 

financial audit was clean and we were able to hold all staff stable for the entire year.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Staff of the Child Advocacy Center, we thank you so much for 

your support. Our hearts are full of love as we witness first-hand children conquering their abuse and the 

incredibly generous community that supports them on their journey.  

There is still so much work to do, and we are excited for the growth that 2016 promises to bring. Please 

join us in this important movement to provide the best possible services to abused children in our 

community.  

Gratefully,  

Sherry Kitchens, Ed.S., LMFT 

President/CEO  
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Mission, Vision, & Values 

Mission: A comprehensive, child-friendly facility where professionals from law enforcement, 

medical, child protection and therapeutic services effectively collaborate to meet the individual 

needs of child victims and break the cycle of abuse. 

Vision: A compassionate community where families thrive, children are safe, and victims receive 

the resources they need to heal. 

Values: Safety, Support, Solutions, Success 

 

2016 Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 

Lem Purcell, Board Chair 

Nick Cammucio, Vice Chair 

Tarin Acaron, Secretary 

Stacy Joyner, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members 

Juan Acaron 

Greg Banks 

Christina Brown 

Jane Clemons 

Tara Ezzell 

Will Halvosa 

Steven Maule 

Nicole Mullally 

Bobbie Robinson 

Tim Rosselle 

Linda Shaw 

Rod Smith 

Cristina Zeretzke-Bien 

Emeritus 

Leslie Bram 

Susan Chauncey Horky 

Scott Costello 

Alan Hitchcock 

Liz Jones 

Dee Dee Cain Smith 

Jay Herrington* 

*Posthumous Dedication 
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2015 By the Numbers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

10 Years Sherry Kitchens 

has led the Center 

99% 
Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Members report,  

“The Child Advocacy Center model fosters 

collaboration.” 

A client wrote that the Child Advocacy Center 
is "the best place ever; can't wait to come 
back here." 

1,703 
Primary Victim Children Served 

1,857 
Non-offending Caregivers and 

Siblings Served 

12,819 
Total Services Provided 
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2015 By the Numbers 

Therapy Services 

 

 

 

 

 

Caregiver Satisfaction Survey 

A Caregiver Satisfaction Survey is provided to non-offending caregivers at the end of their first 

visit to the Child Advocacy Center and at the end of their time receiving services from the Center. 

While the return rate for the Caregiver Follow-Up Survey is low, the return rate for the Initial Visit 

Caregiver Survey is high. These surveys provide information to the Center that allows for 

improvement of services to better help clients. In addition to demographic information, the 

surveys ask questions regarding the caregiver’s satisfaction as well as the feelings of the child 

regarding the visit.  
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2015 Accomplishments 

  

Spirit of Gainesville Award 

President/CEO Sherry Kitchens 

nominated for 

and recognized on  

Business in Greater Gainesville’s 

2015 Fierce List. 

Board Chair, Lem 

Purcell, received the 

2015 Business in 

Greater Gainesville 

Impact Award.  

The Child Advocacy Center 

celebrated the promotion of 

Gainesville Police 

Department’s Corporal 

Victoria Young and Corporal 

Amanda Prince.  
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Special Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Chair Lem Purcell enjoys the 2015 Taste of Gainesville. 
 

President/CEO Sherry Kitchens with daughter Tori 
Kitchens at Taste of Gainesville. 

Taste of Gainesville 

The 6th Annual Taste of Gainesville took place 

on May 10, 2015. The event benefitted the Child 

Advocacy Center, PACE Center for Girls, and 

Tyler’s Hope for a Dystonia Cure. The event 

featured delicious food from 35 local 

restaurants and their signature Iron Chef 

Gainesville Competition, all for great causes. 

The Child Advocacy Center received $15,925 

from the event.  

 Wing Bowl 

The 4th Annual Wing Bowl, presented by Team 

Dynamo and Cohen & Montini Orthodontics, 

was held on April 30, 2015. Eight teams 

competed in the wing eating competition held 

at Splitz Bowling Center. The competition was 

heated! The event raised $7,000 for the Child 

Advocacy Center.  

 

President/CEO Sherry Kitchens and Craig Wilburn 
celebrate with the winners of the 2015 Wing Bowl. 
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Special Events 

 

 

 

Gainesville Gone Austin 

The 7th Annual Gainesville Gone Austin was 

held on October 29 at Santa Fe River Ranch. 

The event was catered by Chuy’s and 

featured live music. A silent auction was held, 

with all proceeds from the auction and ticket 

sales benefiting the Child Advocacy Center. 

The event raised $115,000, helping the Child 

Advocacy Center continue to raise awareness 

and funds to help end the cycle of child abuse.  

Board Member Bobbi Robinson and Silent Auction 

Managers Debbie Busby and Linda Shaw enjoy 

Gainesville Gone Austin.  

Board Chair Lem Purcell and founding Board 

Member Rod Smith at Gainesville Gone Austin.  

Child Advocacy Center President/CEO Sherry Kitchens 
with Emeritus Board Member Alan Hitchcock, who 
donates his ranch for Gainesville Gone Austin each year, 
and Jenna Quinn, a survivor of childhood abuse and the 
speaker at the 2015 event. 
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Special Events 
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Run for Justice 5K 

The CAC and GPD ran the Run for Justice 5K 

in April 2015.  The race was one event 

during Justice Week, put on by the 

Gainesville Police Department to raise 

awareness for human trafficking. One of our 

therapists, Jaime, won the race! 

 

Members of the Child Advocacy Center and Gainesville 
Police Department who participated in the 5k. 

Tori Kitchens won first place in her age group at the Child 
Protection Team's annual 5K. 

Child Protection Team 5K 

The 4th Annual Walk a Mile, Protect a Child 5K 

was hosted on October 10, 2015 by the 

University of Florida Child Protection Team. 

This family fun event raises awareness of the 

effects of child abuse and benefits the children 

and families helped by CPT. President/CEO 

Sherry Kitchen’s daughter Tori won her age 

group and the Child Advocacy Center had the 

largest group at the event.  

Lauren Book walks with other participants at Lauren's 
Walk in Gainesville. 

Lauren’s Walk 

Walk in my Shoes: Hope and Healing Tour 

came to Gainesville on April 9, 2015. Lauren’s 

Kids is a nonprofit organization that raises 

awareness and educates communities about 

childhood sexual abuse. Lauren Book shared 

her new children’s novel and participants 

walked over 20 miles to raise awareness for 

childhood sexual abuse 
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Advocacy and Education 

 Continued providing community education about abuse reporting across the 
school district. 

 Continued providing advocacy services for children at the University of 
Florida Child Protection Team.  

 Forensic Interviewer finished training in Advanced Forensic Interviewing.  
 Staff attended the National Children’s Alliance Leadership Conference in DC 

and visited with members of Congress. 
 The Child Advocacy Center developed a relationship with the University of 

Florida Pediatric Emergency Room in Fall 2015;, Dr. Zeretzke-Bien joined the 
Child Advocacy Center’s Board of Directors.  

 Sherry Kitchens presented at the following engagements: 
o On child abuse reporting for all head start teachers 
o On child abuse reporting and child abuse investigations to the O2BKids 

management team 
o On child sex trafficking at “It’s in Your Backyard,” a presentation at the 

Florida Network of Child Advocacy Center’s conference with Frank 
Williams, Assistant US Attorney 

 Lisa Sickels presented Human Trafficking 101 at the Alachua County Jail to 
male and female inmates. 

 Lisa Sickels and SaraNeal Johnston presented on the Child Advocacy Center 
and child abuse reporting to O2BKids.  

 SaraNeal Johnston and Jamie Saunders presented on childhood trauma and 
play therapy to staff and teachers at Sidney Lanier School. 

 Jamie Saunders presented on child abuse and the Child Advocacy Center at the 
World’s Greatest Baby Shower.  

 

  The Bracelet Project is a collaborative 

project between GPD Corporal Summer 

Kerkau and Avery Kitchens. Avery and the 

Friends of the Child Advocacy Center Club at 

Oak Hall sell bracelets to promote child 

abuse awareness and raise funds for the 

Child Advocacy Center.  
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2015 Financials  

Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2015 – Based upon 2015 Profit and Loss   

INCOME 

Core Agency Support …………….. $96,246.14 

Contributions ………………………… $31,344.80 

State Grants ………………………… $217,840.81 

Local Grants ………………………….. $58,906.22 

United Way ……………………………. $40,845.48 

Foundations ………………………….. $15,000.00 

Special Events/Fundraisers ……. $48,234.10 

Signature Event ……………………. $180,493.07 

Other ……………………………………... $13,103.87 

TOTAL REVENUE                 $702,014.49 

 

 

EXPENSES 

Administration………......................... $58,155.67 

Development/Fundraising…….. $119,495.37 

Program Services……………….….. $469,807.58 

Other…………..………………………………. $797.85 

TOTAL EXPENSES                 $648,256.47 

 

 

NET REVENUE   $49,921.76 
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2016 Goals 

 Increase services to abused children and families and strive to reach every 
child who is reported to be a victim of abuse  

 Expand Therapy and Advocacy/Case Management programs  

 Continue working on a shared protocol for co-location with our Core Agency 
Partners  

 Launch a capital campaign to raise funds for our community based Child 
Advocacy Center 

 Increase communication and collaboration among professionals in an effort to 
streamline services for abused children  

 Increase support services and advocacy for abused children and their families  

 Provide training for community professionals regarding the needs of abused 
children and victims of human trafficking  

 Strengthen the Child Advocacy Center’s government relations and public 
awareness campaigns  

 Increase the Child Advocacy Center’s donor relations program  

 Increase the effectiveness of major gift and sustained monthly giving 
programs  

 Develop a signature awareness event to reach new donors and share the 
mission of the Child Advocacy Center with a broader audience 

 

 

“Together, breaking the cycle of child abuse.” 
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PO Box 13454 

Gainesville, FL 32604 

(352) 376-9161 

admin@childadvocacycentergainesville.org 

www.cacgainesville.org 

 

 


